Rethinking Unplugging.
Opponents of abortion have traditionally responded to Judith Thomson's "A Defense of Abortion" by denying that her example of the unconscious violinist is analogous to a pregnancy that results from rape. In this article, I argue that this strategy does not work. Although there are differences between Thomson's violinist and pregnancies that result from rape, the differences are not morally relevant. The appropriate strategy for the opponent of abortion, I argue, is to simply bite the bullet: the opponent of abortion should simply reply that Thomson's innocent victim is not free to unplug himself from the violinist.